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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 October 2003 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 18 recites the limitation "said latching device" in lines 3-4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8, 13-17, 18-21, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lindenman (US2003/0078069A1) in view of Myerson et al. (US PAT: 
6,266,045, hereinafter Myerson). 

Regarding claim 1, Lindenman discloses a portable electronic device having two 
part housing wherein first housing member (104, fig. 3) rotate relative to a second 
housing member (102, fig. 1) about an axis and substantially perpendicular to a front 
surface of the device, rotatable cam element, the cam element in use being urged to 
rotate about a rotational axis between a closed position and open position (paragraph: 
0035). 

Lindenman differs from the claimed invention in that he does not teach the 
following: latching device and a latchable detent follower selectively engageable with 
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the cam element to retain cam element in the open or closed position against a 
restoring force applied by a biasing member, the cam element being rotatable at least 
partially from an open position to disengage the detent element to allow the can element 
to selectively engage the detent follower at a position intermediate the open position 
and the closed position against the influence of the rotational biasing member. 

However, Myerson discloses interactive display user computer and method 
which teaches the following: latching device and a latchable detent follower selectively 
engageable with the cam element to retain cam element in the open or closed position 
against a restoring force applied by a biasing member, the cam element being rotatable 
at least partially from an open position to disengage the detent element to allow the cam 
element to selectively engage the detent follower at a position intermediate the open 
position and the closed position against the influence of the rotational biasing member 
(col. 5, lines 9-32; col. 6 lines 11-35; figs. 5, 7). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Lindenman's system to provide for the following: latching 
device and a latchable detent follower selectively engageable with the cam element to 
retain can element in the open or closed position against a restoring force applied by a 
biasing member, the cam element being rotatable at least partially from an open 
position to disengage the detent element to allow the cam element to selectively engage 
the detent follower at a position intermediate the open position and the closed position 
against the "influence of the rotational biasing member as this arrangement would 
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provide means to latch the housing member at the desired location as taught by 
Myerson in order to facilitate the use of portable telephone. 

Lindenman further differs from claims 2-8, 13-16 in that he does not teach the 
following: cam element comprises a substantially circular member having at least one 
detent engaging surface adjacent a circumferential edge of the substantially circular 
member, cam element comprises two or more circumferentially spaced detent engaging 
surface, detent engaging surface are formed on a radially outwardly extending 
protrusion on the cam element, detent engaging surface are radially inwardly extending 
recesses on the cam element, detent engaging surfaces are at least partially 
complementary to an engaging surface of a detent follower of the detent follower, detent 
follower is resiliently biased in a direction radially inwardly of the cam element, detent 
follower follower is selectively latchable in a retraced position by a releasable resiliently 
biased latching mechanism, open position is located at from 150 degree to 210 degree 
from the closed position, where at least one intermediate position is located at from 70 
degree to 1 10 degree from the closed position, body of the rotatable latching device 
includes an upright at least partially continuous wall surface to rotatably locate the 
rotatable cam element, body includes at least one mounting member to secure the 
latching device in a housing member. 

However, Myerson teaches the following: cam element comprises a substantially 
circular member having at least one detent engaging surface adjacent a circumferential 
edge of the substantially circular member, cam element comprises two or more 
circumferentially spaced detent engaging surface, detent engaging surface are formed 
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on a radially outwardly extending protrusion on the cam element, detent engaging 
surface are radially inwardly extending recesses on the cam element, detent engaging 
surfaces are at least partially complementary to an engaging surface of a detent 
follower of the detent follower, detent follower is resiliently biased in a direction radially 
inwardly of the cam element, detent follower is selectively latchable in a retraced 
position by a releasable resiliently biased latching mechanism, open position is located 
at from 150 degree to 210 degree from the closed position (note: reference teaches 
obtaining desired rotational orientation: col. 6 lines 27-29), where at least one 
intermediate position is located at from 70 degree to 1 10 degree from the closed 
position (note: reference teaches obtaining desired rotational orientation: col. 6 lines 27- 
29), body of the rotatable latching device includes an upright at least partially 
continuous wall surface to rotatably locate the rotatable cam element, body includes at 
least one mounting member to secure the latching device in a housing member (col. 5, 
lines 9-32; col. 6 lines 1 1-35; figs. 5, 7). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Lindenman's system to provide for the following: cam 
element comprises a substantially circular member having at least one detent engaging 
surface adjacent a circumferential edge of the substantially circular member, cam 
element comprises two or more circumferentially spaced detent engaging surface, 
detent engaging surface are formed on a radially outwardly extending protrusion on the 
cam element, detent engaging surface are radially inwardly extending recesses on the 
cam element, detent engaging surfaces are at least partially complementary to an 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/743,211 

Art Unit: 2614 

engaging surface of a detent follower of the detent follower, detent follower is resiliency 
biased in a direction radially inwardly of the cam element, detent follower follower is 
selectively latchable in a retraced position by a releasable resiliently biased latching 
mechanism, open position is located at from 150 degree to 210 degree from the closed 
position, where at least one intermediate position is located at from 70 degree to 1 10 
degree from the closed position, body of the rotatable latching device includes an 
upright at least partially continuous wall surface to rotatably locate the rotatable cam 
element, body includes at least one mounting member to secure the latching device in a 
housing member as this arrangement would facilitate to provide necessary mechanism 
to rotate the portable telephone parts to the desired position and secure it there in order 
to facilitate operation of the portable telephone. 

Regarding claim 17, Lindenman teaches the following: at least portion of the cam 
element is exposed via an aperture in the body to permit attachment of a housing 
member to the cam element for rotation (fig. 3, paragraph: 0035). 

Regarding claim 18, Lindenman discloses a portable electronic device having 
two part housing wherein first housing member (104, fig. 3) rotates relative to a second 
housing member about an axis substantially perpendicular to a front surface of the 
device including a body having a rotatable cam element, the cam element in use being 
urged about a rotational axis completely between closed position and open position 
(paragraph: 0035). 

Lindenman differs from claimed invention in that he does not teach the following: 
a latchable detent follower selectively engageable with the cam element to retain cam 
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element in the open or closed position against a restoring force applied by the torsional 
biasing member, the cam element being rotatable at least partially from an open 
position to disengage the detent follower to allow the cam element to selectively engage 
the detent follower at the open position and the closed position against the influence of 
the influence of torsional biasing member, the body being securable to one or second 
housing members and the cam element being securable to another of the first or < 
second housing members. 

However, Myerson teaches the following: a latchable detent follower selectively 
engageable with the cam element to retain cam element in the open or closed position 
against a restoring force applied by the torsional biasing member, the cam element 
being rotatable at least partially from an open position to disengage the detent follower 
to allow the cam element to selectively engage the detent follower at the open position 
and the closed position against the influence of the influence of torsional biasing 
member, the body being securable to one or second housing members and the cam 
element being securable to another of the first or second housing members (col. 5, lines 
9-32; col. 6 lines 11-35; figs. 5, 7). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Lindenman's system to provide for the following: a 
latchable detent follower selectively engageable with the cam element to retain cam 
element in the open or closed position against a restoring force applied by the torsional 
biasing member, the cam element being rotatable at least partially from an open 
position to disengage the detent follower to allow the cam element to selectively engage 
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the detent follower at the open position and the closed position against the influence of 

the influence of torsional biasing member, the body being securable to one or second 

housing members and the cam element being securable to another of the first or 

second housing members as this arrangement would provide means to latch the 

housing member at the desired location as taught by Myerson in order to facilitate the 

use of portable telephone. 

Lindenman further differs from claims 19-21 in that he does not teach the 

following: cam element comprises a substantially circular member having at least one 

« 

detent engaging surface adjacent a circumferential edge of the substantially circular 
member, cam element comprises two or more circumferentially spaced detent engaging 
surfaces, the detent follower is selectively latched in a retracted position by a releasable 
resiliently biased latching mechanism. 

However, Myerson teaches the following: cam element comprises a substantially 
circular member having at least one detent engaging surface adjacent a circumferential 
edge of the substantially circular member, cam element comprises two or more 
circumferentially spaced detent engaging surfaces, the detent follower is selectively 
latched in a retracted position by a releasable resiliently biased latching mechanism 
(col. 5, lines 9-32; col. 6 lines 11-35; figs. 5, 7). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Lindenman's system to provide for the following: cam 
element comprises a substantially circular member having at least one detent engaging 
surface adjacent a circumferential edge of the substantially circular member, cam 
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element comprises two or more circumferentially spaced detent engaging surfaces, the 
detent follower is selectively latched in a retracted position by a releasable resiliently 
biased latching mechanism as this arrangement would facilitate to provide necessary 
mechanism to rotate the portable telephone parts to the desired position and secure it 
there in order to facilitate operation of the portable telephone. 

Regarding claim 24, Lindenman teaches the following: display screen (106, fig. 

1). 

5. Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lindenman in view of Myerson as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of 
Nagamine (EP 1357726). 

The combination differs from claims 25-26 in that it does not teach the following: 
the electronic device includes a display screen on the outer surface of the first housing 
member, the first housing member being selectively rotatable relative to the second 
gousing to orient the display screen in a portrait or landscape configuration, digital 
camera device. 

However, Nagamine discloses portable telephone having a rotating display and 
two cameras which teaches the following: the electronic device includes a display 
screen on the outer surface of the first housing member, the first housing member being 
selectively rotatable relative to the second housing to orient the display screen in a 
portrait or landscape configuration, digital camera device (17a, 17b, figs. 2A-2C, 
abstract; paragraph: 0026). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: the electronic 
device includes a display screen on the outer surface of the first housing member, the 
first housing member being selectively rotatable relative to the second housing to orient 
the display screen in a portrait or landscape configuration, digital camera device as <H/£<? 
arrangement would facilitate various ways of image processing by rotating the display 
as taught by Nagamine (paragraphs: 0018-0019). 

6. Claims 9-12, 22, 23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

-(EP1353488A2) to Masatomo et al. discloses foldable and portable mobile 
communication terminal in which upper body unit with display can be rotated to different 
positions as shown in figs. 2-4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



